DUNSBOROUGH PRIMARY
SCHOOL BUSHFIRE
PROCEDURES

Family Information

Important Information for DPS Parents

At Dunsborough Primary School (DPS), the safety and wellbeing of our students is our top
priority. DPS is located in a designated ‘high risk’ bushfire zone. This information for parents is
to keep you up to date with key points, ensuring you are informed and prepared.

Our complete DPS Bushfire Plan is comprehensive and details roles and responsibilities of
staff, students and emergency processes in the event of a bushfire.

Our plans are developed in consultation with the Department of Education and local
emergency services. We conduct regular drills and training to ensure our staff, students and
parents are ready to respond effectively.

Notification Methods

In the event of a bushfire threat, a text message (SMS) will be sent to your registered mobile
number via Compass. It is crucial that you keep your contact details up to date on Compass.
Please ensure all phone numbers and emergency contacts are current.

During a Bushfire - What to Do

During a bushfire event, unless otherwise directed, please do not come to the school or

ring the office. Doing so can hinder emergency services and put yourself and others at risk. If
instructed by Emergency Services, we will keep students at school as we have identified and
appropriate safe building locations onsite. Our actions will depend on the specific
circumstances:

e On-site Safer Building Sheltering: Students and staff will shelter in designated safer
buildings within the school grounds.

o Off-site Evacuation: If instructed by Emergency Services, we may-
o ask parents and carers to collect their children or
o evacuate to the Naturaliste Community Centre.



Regular Bushfire Drills

We conduct at least two bushfire drills throughout the year to prepare students and staff. We
also ensure we have emergency equipment and water ready.

e On-site Safer Building Locations: Drills include practicing moving to designated safer
buildings within the school, ensuring everyone on site is accounted for.

e Simulated Pick-up: We may also conduct simulated pick-up drills to practice the process
of reuniting students with their families as directed by Emergency Services.

Pre-emptive School Closure

In some cases, if the Fire Behaviour Index is forecast to be very high, we may make the
decision to close the school as a pre-emptive measure. This decision is made in consultation
with the Department of Education and is always made with student safety as the paramount
concern. We will notify you as early as possible via Compass if this occurs.

How You Can Help

We encourage parents to actively participate in ensuring students' safety by:

e Ensuring up to date contact details: Ensure your phone numbers and emergency
contact information are current on Compass.

e Talking to your children: Discuss bushfire safety with your children in an age-appropriate
manner. Reassure them that the school has plans in place to keep them safe.

e Having a family bushfire plan: Develop a family bushfire plan so everyone knows what to
do in an emergency.

e Following our advice: During a bushfire event, please follow the instructions provided by
the school and emergency services.

Student Safety is Our Priority

We understand that bushfires can be a source of anxiety for parents. We want to assure you
that we are committed to providing a safe and secure environment for all our students. Our
staff are trained in bushfire procedures, and we regularly review and update our plans to
ensure they are effective.



